
Headlight Removal & Installation: 97-03 BMW E39  
 

DISCLAIMER 

Buyer assumes any and all risk and liability from the installation and use of this product. Seller, author, or any of their affiliates 

assume no liability for injury, loss, incidental or consequential damages deriving from installation and/or use of this product. 

 

** This Installation Guide was made specifically for 97-00 BMW 5 Series. If you have a 01-03 BMW 5 Series 

and have bought a Plug and Play headlight setup from us, then you are able to follow this guide with the 

exception of the Angel Eye wiring being a tap-splice to a wiring harness. Instead, the 01-03 BMW 5 Series 

headlights will just have an OEM Angel Eyes Plug for it to be able to plug and play without the wiring harness.  

 

** Secondly if you have purchased our Plug and Play 01-03 BMW 5 Series headlight, then the corner light's 

socket and wiring will not be a direct fit. You will need to purchase the 97-00 corner light socket and wiring 

from the dealership or us in order to properly complete the install.  

 

IF you already have purchased or acquired a 97-00 corner light socket and wiring to use the headlight on the 01-

03, you may reference the hyperlink linked directly below to see how it is installed: 

 

01-03 BMW 5 Series Corner Light Socket Connection Guide 
 

 

Tools Required: 

• 8mm or 5/16” socket  • 3/8” or 1/4” drive socket wrench 

• 10mm socket   • Flathead Screwdriver 

• 3/8” or 1/4” socket extension •Phillips Screwdriver         

 

 

Step 1: Disconnect all plugs and unplug the Corner Light socket from the Headlight. You will be disconnecting 

three factory  vehicle plugs (shown in Example A) from both your headlights. Next you will disconnect your 

vehicle's Corner Light Socket and Angel Eye Wiring tap/butt splices (shown in Example C & D).  

 

 

 
Example A                                    Example B 

 

http://www.speedstersource.com/INSTALL/BMW/PLUG_B5_E39_SIG_PLUS_WR.htm


                             
Example C                               Example D 

 

Step 2: You must remove "four" screws in total in order to remove the Headlight. There are two screws on top 

(shown in Example E) and two lower (shown in Example F). Once you have removed the two  

 

 
   Example E                                                     Example F 
 

Step 3: When removing your headlights please do not dismount the mounting bracket (shown in Example F 

and in Example G). Leaving the mounting bracket in place will help make an easier re-install.  

 

 
Example G 



Step 4: Once you have unplugged/disconnected necessary adapters you may remove Headlight. 

 

 
 

 

Step 5: When re-installing your headlight you must make sure that the pins on the mounting bracket (shown in 

Example H) aligns with the slots under your headlights (shown in Example I).  

 

 
           Example H                                                                          Example I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 6: Once you have made sure to align the pins to its 

proper slot, then go ahead and slide the headlight back 

into position as shown in Example J. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                    Example J 



Step 7: Once you have positioned your headlight back into its mounting bracket you may plug/connect all of 

your adapters and wires (shown in Example K).  

 

*Wiring the Angel Eye Relay Wiring Harness is discussed further down below in Step 9.  

 

 
Example K 

 

 

Step 8: Re-plug your corner light socket into your headlight (as shown in Example L) and secure your 

headlight by tightening back the four screws as shown in Example M & N (A,B,C,&D).  

 

 
   Example L                                Example M 

 



 
Example N 

 

 

Angel Eye Relay Wiring Harness Install: 97-00 BMW E39 V6 Ver. ONLY 

 
Step 9: You will need to start by clamping down the "positive" relay wiring battery hook to your battery post. 

The negative can be grounded on a metal contact (vehicle's chassis) in your engine compartment. The location 

for the battery post can be instanced below in Example O.  

 

  
Example O 



Step 10: Once you have secured the Red-Positive and Black-Negative battery hooks from your relay harness, 

you will need to run your wire around your engine compartment so that they can reach your headlight's Angel 

Eye Halo wires. Example P below gives an example of a possible layout for your Angel Eye relay harness. 

 

 
Example P 

 

Step 11: Next, you must tap the trigger wire into the ignition wire that is inside of your ECU box in order for 

your Angel Eye Halos to perform as Day-time Running Lights (DRL). Example Q below shows the trigger 

wire (circled) pulled through the location of the ECU box in your 97-00 BMW 5 Series. 

 

 
Example Q 



Step 12: When looking at your relay harness the trigger wire will be the thinner RED with WHITE stripe wire 

that also has a flat metal pin. You will notice two trigger wires once you have unraveled the harness. The 

shorter trigger wire that splits off of one side of the harness is the correct wire. The second trigger wire that 

stems off of the center (near the fuse and relay of the harness) is the secondary trigger wire. This wire is 

optional and can be tapped into the driver's foot-well lights for an extra light-on feature for the Angel Eye Halos. 

An instance of how this trigger wire looks can be seen below in Example R.   

 

 
Example R 

 

Step 13: Once you have located the ECU box (Example Q) you will need to open it and look for the snake-like 

RED and Yellow-striped wire. The snake-like wire will be your DRL/Ignition Wire. As shown below in 

Example S, you must tap the trigger wire to the DRL/Ignition Wire.  

 

 
 



Step 14: Once you have made sure that you have secured and connected your headlights you will now be able 

to check and see how your headlights function performs.  

 

 

Step 15: Enjoy your headlights! 

 

 

 
 

 



 



 


